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What is Urban Forest?
All trees and shrubs in the city 
and their habitat make up a 
forest. We call it the "urban 
forest" .

By the definition, urban tree 
canopy (UTC) is the layer of 
leaves, branches, and stems 
of trees that cover the ground 
when viewed from above.



Toronto's tree canopy distribution

§ The city of Toronto urban forest 
is made of about 10.2 million 
trees of 116 species.

§ 4.1 million trees along streets 
and in over 8,000 hectares of 
parks, ravines and natural areas

§ 6.1 million trees on private 
property

City, 
40%

Private
60%



Canopy is not distributed evenly

City average: 26.6 – 28%
Depending on the 
neighbourhood, canopy coverage 
varies from 6.7% in Bay street 
corridor to 54.85 in Mount 
Pleasant East area.
The old ward 13 included the 
Bloor West village.
In 2008, the canopy cover for 
Bloor West Village this area was 
estimated to be between 52 and 
62%;  within the group that has 
the highest canopy cover.



City of Toronto Urban Forestry 
Vision:  “A healthy and expanding urban forest, 
incorporating sound urban forestry practices and 
community partnership.”

Our long term strategic management plan that aims to
o increase canopy cover, 
o achieve equitable distribution, 
o increase biodiversity, 
o increase awareness, 
o promote stewardship and 
o improve monitoring of our urban forest.

Goal: 
To maintain a sustainable, healthy urban forest with 
a canopy that covers 40% of the entire area of the 
city.



The four pillars of forestry service

maintain protect

plant plan

forestry 
service



Urban Forestry Operations



Forest and Natural Area 
Management



Forest and Natural Area Management - Forest Health Care



Tree Protection and Plan  Review



Regulations related to
trees in the City • Official plan policies

• 4 bylaws
• Tree protection policy and 

specifications for 
construction near trees

• Toronto Green Standard



Urban 
Forest 

Renewal



Street tree planting



Urban Forestry
Policy and Planning





How can you contribute?



Thank you J
www.toronto.ca/trees

twitter: @TOtrees
facebook: Nature in the City – Toronto
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